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Background: In the 1970s, streptococci were thought to account for up to 80% of all cases of endocarditis with staphylococci most of comprising 
the rest of the cases. There is little published data about the exact spectrum of organisms that cause endocarditis now and whether organisms such 
as streptococci still dominate.
Methods: We analysed the cases of over 120 patients coded by our clinical coding department for endocarditis for the period from January 2000 
to April 2011. We identified 101 patients who had actually been diagnosed and treated for endocarditis based on the modified Duke’s criteria. All 
patients had the microbiology tests and clinical case notes reviewed and data on demographics, length of stay, microbiology results, Duke’s criteria 
and outcomes recorded.
Results: Of the 101 patients seen and diagnosed with endocarditis, 64 were male and the average age was 60.57. The mean Duke’s score was 3.7 
(st dev. 0.88) and the overall mortality from endocarditis in our cohort was 30%. The most common organisms identified were Streptococci species 
(31%), staphylococcus aureus (27%) and enterococcus Faecalis (21%). The organisms with the highest mortality were candida albicans (100%) and 
methicillin resistant staphylococcus aureus (67%).
 
Conclusion: Endocarditis in a typical hospital still is mainly caused by streptococci and staphylococcus aureus affecting left sided heart valves. 
The prevalence of alternative organisms as a cause of endocarditis is becoming more common and mortality remains high.
